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Dear Minister, 

Thank you for your letter dated 12th October confirming that you are happy to give 

evidence to the Finance and Constitution Committee on the EU (Withdrawal) Bill 

supporting the Secretary of State for Scotland.  As you will be aware no majority 

exists in the Scottish Parliament for the passing of a Legislative Consent Motion in 

respect of the Bill as it is currently drafted.   

The Committee is therefore keen to explore with you on 8 November the options for 

amending the Bill to address the concerns of both the Scottish Government and the 

Welsh Government as set out in their respective Legislative Consent Memoranda 

and proposed amendments to the Bill.   

It would, therefore, be helpful if you were able to provide in advance of the meeting 

an initial response from the UK Government to the proposed Scottish Government 

and Welsh Government amendments including those areas of the Bill related to the 

devolution settlement that you are open to consider lodging Government 

amendments.  

In particular, the Committee would welcome your view on the options which exist to 

address the strong opposition of the Scottish Government and Welsh Government to 

Clause 11. 

Finally, the Committee notes that a set of principles to guide negotiations around any 

potential UK or GB wide frameworks after Brexit was recently agreed at the JMC 

(EN).  This includes respecting the devolution settlements and the democratic 

accountability of the devolved legislatures and the Committee would welcome your 

views on what amendments to the Bill the UK Government intends to bring forward 

to respect that principle.         
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I am copying this letter to the Secretary of State for Scotland.      

Yours sincerely, 

 

Bruce Crawford MSP 

Convener 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               


